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STATE 


OF THE: 


c ASE 


BETWEEN 


The Lord Chamberlain of his Ma j EST 's 
Houſhold, and Sir Richard Steele, as 
Repreſented by that Knight. A 


RESTATED, 1 
In VIX DICATION of 


King G E ORG E, 2 


And the Moſt NOBLE the 7 
Duke of NEWCASTLE. 


* 


With a True V of King CHARLEs's Patent, to 
Sir Vi liam D'avenant, for Erecting a Play-bowſe, 
c. . Ingratiim dixeris Omnia dixeris, 


London, Printed and Sold by Joun N a little 
below Bridewel! Bridge, in Black-Fryers ; and A Dopz by 
at the Peacock without Temple-Bar. M. DCC.XX; | 9 
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E E Following 1 Pages 
are Dedicated to the 
Defence, and Vindica- 
Zion Ne a moſt Illuſtrious Noble- 
man, from the falſe Inſinuati- 
ons, Ingrateful and open Ca- 
1 tg and higheſt Indigni- 
Tries that ever were offer d to a 
7 Perſon of bis great Quality, 
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2 diſtinguiſh d Honour, and Ge- 
neraſi ity; by a Criminal, whot 
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ly and Joly on Aecount of a 
ſeal and common Puniſhment | 
inſlicted on him, withthe high» © 
eſt Fuſtice, and in the moſt -. 
dequate manner that his Crimes 
deſervd; but to ſhow, that | 
have no Intereſt in the Matter; 
nor any Motioe to Engage me | 
in the Cauſe I have under- | 
taken; bit my Love 1 0 impar- A 
tial Fuftice, and hatered of In- 
grat tude. T he "Reader. muſt A 
know, that I hade not the Ho- 
our to hace the eaſt Aciniaine | 
tance with his Grace, nor am 
F at all known to. hin. 
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| : | a * 5 ORE'S 
STATE of the CASE 


BETWEEN THE 


Rl Chamberlain of His MA rr 
Houſhold, and Sir Richard Steel, &c. 


IR ' Richard Steel having lately made a 
Jag great deal of Buſtle in the World, and 
raiſed many noiſy Clamonrs ag inſt the 
Treatment he has met with from my 
SBS Lord Chamberlain, as unpreſidented, and 
$5 abldlutcly Illegal; I hope it will not be thought 
unreaſonable for a Lover of Truth, and Juſtice, to ap- 
= pear in defence of that Illuftrious Peer, who has 
been affronted with ſo many, ſo open, o Inſolent 
and groundleſs Inſults from a Man, who by his own 
Confeſſion had received uncommon, and repeated 
Favours from him. 
To avoid the Scandal of a monſterous Ingratitude, | 
the Knight would fain perſuade the World, that the 
Injuries and Injuſtice he has found from this Noble 
Lord, have exceeded the Favours he formerly ow d 
to him; to bring this about, he has recourſe to down 
B right 


right Falſehond, Miſ- repreſenting the puniſhment of 
an Offence, as an illegal Invaſion of his Right and 
Property, and ſuch an Invaſion _as has no Preſident, 
or ever was heard of till the preſent Tranſaction; all 
which is down right Calumny, and directl 3 
to the Truth and matter of Fact, which J do not at all 
queſtion to make out in the following Pages, where 
J ſhalt make it evident that my Lord Chamberlain 
has taken no new Method, with Sir Richard Steel, nor 
done any thing in the puniſhment of the Contumacy 
of that Knight, and his Dependants, which is not 
perfectly agrecable to the conſtant Practice of all 
the Lord Chamberlain's, ſince Players were Servants 
to the Crown upon the like Occaſions, that all the 
Clamour Sir Richard makes of deſtroying, or takin 
away his Property, that is, his Patent by a Sign Ma* 
„nel, and the like, is utterly falſe and groundleſs, 
not to ſay whimſically Foolith. £25 DIONHIO! 
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Bu T-becauſe in the following Diſcourſe, it 18 
abſolutely neceſſary, that the Reader ſhould know 
the Patent granted to Sir William D'avenant, as he has 
ſeen that granted to Sir Richard Steel: T am oblig'd mM 
to Print it juſt as it is in this Place, that the Reader 
may fee the falſe Arguments Sir Richard has drawn 
from it, to the Advantage of himſelf; and his Fa- 

tent, and Which he would ſcarce have ventur'd to 
nave done, could he have imagin'd that Sir /i{liam's 
Patent could have been produc'd to Convince him of 
his foul dealing : As for Example, That the Motives 
to King George's grauting his Patent,” are infinitely 
ſtronger, than thofe which ' prevail'd with King 
Charles, to grant a like Patent to Sir Villiam D'ave- 
ant. 


— q {aw 
4 "as * a 8 4 NI a4 | 45 5 * — 2 


3 


% 


TA E 


ET TY, 4 

Tur Motives, he tells you to his Grant, were his 
proper Merits and wortby Services; but that King 
Charles was acted by his particular Love and mere 
* Motion, whereas it is fully and plainly expreſs'd in 
© Sir William's Patent, as the Reader will ſee on its 
3 peruſal, that it was granted in Conſideration of 
# former Services done, and likewiſe in Conſideration 
of Sir Villiam' ſurrendering a former Patent, which 
ne receiv'd from King Charles the I. and which is 
recited in the following Patent; ſo that the contrary 
of what Sir Richard aſlerts, is evidently True. 


ECE 
% 4 15 January, 14 Car, 2. 1662. 
A Copy of the Letters Patents then granted 
5 by King Charles II. under the Great 
Seal of England, to Six William D'- 
avenant, Kt. bis Heirs and Aſſzgns, for 
Erecting a New Theatre, and Eftabliſh- 
ing of a Company of Actors in any Place 
within London or Weſtminſter, or the 
* Suburds of the ſame: And that no other 
7 but this Company, and one other Com- 
pany, by Virtue of a like Patent, to Tha- 
mas Killigrew, Eſq; ſhould be permit- 
ted within the ſaid Liberties. 
6 HARLES THE SECOND, by the Grace 
: of God King of England, Scotland, France and 


_ © Treland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom 


all theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting 
| B 2 WRERE- 


nnen en LOOT i 
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IT IRON 

| . _ © WHERE As.Our Royal Father 
— age aro * of glorious Memory, by is Letters 
39. to Sir Will, V's. Patents under his great Seal of 
II; * England, bearing date at Weſtmin- 
* fter the 26th Day of March, in the 14th Year 
© of His Reign, did Give and, Grant unto Sir 
* William D*avenant (by the Name of William D'aue- 
* nant, Gent.) his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators 
© and Aſſignes, FULL POWER, Licence and Au- 
* thority, That He, They, and every of Them, by 
Him and Themſelves, and by all and every ack 
© Perſon and Perſons as He or They ſhould depute 
or appoint, and His and Their Laborers, Servants 
and Workmen, ſhould, and might lawfully, quiet- 
* ly and peaceably, Frame, Erect, new. Build, and 
«* fet np upon a Parcel of Ground, lying near unto or 
behind the Three Kings Ordinary in Fleetftreet, in 
the Pariihes of St. Dunſtan's in the Veſt, London; 
or in St. Brides, London; or in either of them, or 
in any other Ground in or about that Place, or in 
* the whole Street aforeſaid, then allotted to him 
© for that Uſe, or in any other Place that was or then 
* after ſhould be Aſſigned or Allotted-out to the ſaid 
Sir Villiam D'avenant by Thomas Earl of Arundel and 
Surry, then Earl Marſhal of England, or any other 
Commiſſioner for Building, for the time being in that 
© behalf, à Theatre or Play-houſe. with neceſſary 
* tiring and retiring Rooms, and other Places conve- 
© nent, containing in the whole Forty Yards ſquare 
* at the moſt, wherein Plays, Muſical Entertain- 
ments, Scences or other the hike Preſentments 
might be Preſented. Anck our ſaid Royal Father 
ad Grant unto the ſaid Sir William Davenant, 
his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſttators and Aſ- 
„ ſignes, that it ſhould: and might be Lawful to and 
for Him the {aid Sir #illiam D'auenant, his Heirs, 
an K 6 Exe- 
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Executors, Adminiftrators and Aſ/ſtgnes*, from 
to time to time togather together, Entertain, Go- 
vern, Priviledge and Keep, ſuch and ſo many 
Players and Perſons to exerciſe Actions, Muſical 


=>. Preſentments, Scenes, Dancing and the like, as he 


the ſaid Sir Villiam D'avenant, his Heirs, Execu- 


4 tors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſignes, ſhould think fit 


and approve for the ſaid Houſe. And ſuch Perſons 
to permit and coutinue at and during the Pleaſure 


4 of the ſaid Sir Villiam D'avenant, his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſignes, from time to 


time, to Act Plays in ſuch Houſe ſo to be by Him or 
Them Erected, and exerciſe Muſick, Muſical Pre- 
ſentments, Scenes, Dancing, or other the like at 
the ſame or other Houſes or Times, or after Plays 
are ended, peaceably and quietly, without the 

Impeachment or Impedimept of any Perſon or Per- 

ſons whatſoever, for the Honeſt Recreation of ſuch 
as ſhould deſire to ſee the ſame , and that it ſhould” 
and might be Lawful to and for the ſaid Sir Vill. 


D'avenant, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators and 


= Aſſigns, to take and receive of ſuch as ſhould reſort” 
= to ſee or hear any ſuch Plays, Scenes, and Enter- 
= tainments whatſoever, ſuch Sum or Sums of Money 
as was or then after from Time to Time ſhould be 
Jaccuſtomed to be given or taken in other Play- 
*X houſes and Places for the like Plays, Scenes, Pre- 
ſentments and Entertainments, as in and by the 


1 


3 {aid Letters Patents, relation being thereunto had. 
more at large may appear. ee 
= <AnDWHEREAs, We did by our 2 
Letters Patents under the Great Seal ahb dienten 
of England, bearing Date the 16th of aid Letters 
Day of May, in the 13th Year of Our ha 
Reign Exemplifie the ſaid recited Letters Patents 
granted 
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granted by Our Royal Father, as in and by the I : 
fame, relation being thereunto had, at large may 


< appear. 


Surrender of AND WHEREAS the ſaid Sir Vu. 


both to the 


King inthe * liam D'avenant hath ſurrendred our 
Court of Chan- © {41d Letters Patents of Exemplificati- 
| * on, and alſo the ſaid recited; Letters 
Patents Granted by Our Royal Father into our 
Court of Chancery, to be Caficelled ; which Sur- 37 
render We have accepted, and do accept by. theſe 3 


cery. 


. 


Preſents. 


New Grant to * Know Vr that We of Our eſpe- 


Sir William 


Davenant, his © Cial Grace, certain Knowledge, and 
Heirs and Al. © meer Motion, and upon the humble 
Petition of the {aid Sir William D'ave- *% 
<. ant, and in Conſideration of the good and faithful 
© Service which he the ſaid Sir Villiam D'avenant 
© hath done unto Us, and doth intend to do for the 
future; and in Confideration of the ſaid Surrender, 
HAVE Given and Granted, and by theſe Preſents, ' 
* for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, do Give and 
Grant unto the ſaid Sir Villiam D'avenant, his 
* Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators and Affigns, full 
Power, Licence and Authority, that He, They, 


ſigns. 


*.and every one of Them, by Him and Themſelves, 


* and by all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons as | 8 
He or they ſhould depute or appoint, and His or 7 


* Their Lahourers, Servants and Workmen, ſhall 


* and may Lawfully, Peaccably and Quietly Frame, l ' 


To Eda © Ereq, new Build and ſet up in any 


2 Place within our Cities of London and 1 
Weſtminfer or © Weſtminſter, or the Suburbs thereof, 

the duburbs. < where He or They ſhall find beſt Ac- | 
© commodation for that Purpoſe; to be Aſſigned and | 


| Allotted 
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Allotted cut by the Surveyor of our Works, one 
Theatre or Playhouſe, with neceſſary Tiring and 
D Retiring Rooms and other Places convenient, of 
ſuch Extent and Dimention as the ſaid Sir William 
= D'avenant, his Heirs or Aſſigns ſhall think fitting; 
herein Tragedies, Comedies, Plays, Opera's, 
>< Muſick, Scenes, and all other Entertainments of 
the Stage whatſoever, may be Shewed and Pre- 


IF ſented... 


A p We do hereby for Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, Grant unto the ſaid Sir Villiam D'avenant 
his Heirs and Aſſigns, full Power, Licence and 
Authority, from Time to Time to Gather together, 
Entertain, Govern, Priviledge and PL 
Keep, ſuch and ſo many Players and mn Pla — 5d 
pPerſons to Exerciſe and Act Tragedies, O. to A 
5 = | without theIm- 
Comedies, Plays, Opera's, and other peachment ot 
Performances of the Stage, within the any Perſon. 

= Houſe to be Built, as aforeſaid, or within the Houſe 
in Lincoln's-Inn- Fields, wherein the ſaid Sir William 
*® D'avenant doth now Exerciſe the Premiſes , or 
within any other Houſe, where He or They can 
beſt be fitted for that Purpoſe, within Our Cities 
of Londen and Veſtminſter, or the Suburbs thereof; 
hich ſaid Company ſhall be the Servants of our Dearly 
Beloved Brother, James Duke of York, and ſhall 
conſiſt of ſuch Number as the ſaid Sir Villiam Dave- 
nant, his Heirs or Aſſigns ſhall from Time to Time 
© think meet. AND ſuch Perſons to permit and 


continue at and during the Pleaſure of the ſaid Sir 


Villiam D'avenant, his Heirs or Aſſigns, from Time 
to Time, to Act Plays and Entertainments of the 
Stage, of all Sorts, peaceably and quietly, without 
the Impeachment or Impediment of any Perſon or 
B | Perſons 


' 
| 


* Perſons whatſoever, for the Honeſt Recreation of 1 


L8 J 


n 


K "el as mall deſire to ſee the „ 7 


* 
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AN b that it ſhall and may be Lawful to and“ A 
* for the faid Sir Villiam D'avenant, his Heirs and 
Aſſigns, to take and receive of ſuch Our Subject 
as ſhall reſort to See or Hear any ſuch Plays 

Scenes and Entertainments whatſoever, ſuch Sum 
* or Sums of Money, as either have accuſtomabl 1 
been given and * in the like Kind, or as all 
© be thought reaſonable by Him or Them, in regard 
© of the great Expences of Scenes, Muſick, and 
4 «uſed. new Decorations, as have not been formerly| A 

<-uſe 5 


6 A xD tber for Us; Uu Heirs and Sueceſſors if 
We do hereby Give and Grant unto the ſaid Sir 
Villiam D'abenant, his Heirs and Aſſigns, full 
Power to make ſuch Allowances out of that which 
© he ſhall ſo Receive, by the Acting of Plays and 
Entertainments of the Stage, as aforeſaid, to the L 
Actors and other Perſons Imployed in AQing 
Repreſenting, or in any Quality whatſoever, about 
* the {aid Theatre; as He er They ſhall think fit, 
<:and that the faid Company pal! be under the ſoles of 
Government and Authority of the ſaid Sir William 
*'D'avenant, bis Heirs and Aſtgus. And all ſfcan-* 
dalous and mutinous Perſons Mall from Time to 
Time be by Him and Them Ejected and Diſabled 4% 
; from Playing in the ſaid Theatre. F 


Tha: r that We are informed . 
Meer t divers Companies of Players have 
ther _ Mr. © taken upon them to Act Plays pub. 

"anne = „ lickly in Our * Cities of London and 


W eftminſter i 1 


\ 


_ [ — e 
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. 

, * or the Suburbs thereof, bemktel to 
; * without any Authority for that Pur- 1 
ee; We do hereby declare our Diſ- r or che Su- 
an 99 Ras of the fame, and Will and Grant 2 N 
and that only the {aid Company erected and ſet vp, or 

ts de elected and ſet up by the ſaid Sir William 
ays Davenant, his Heirs and Aſligns, by Virtue of 

theſe Prefents, and one other Company erected and 
ſet up, or to be erected and ſet up by Thomas Rilli- 
hall ge, Eſq; his Heirs or Afſigns. AND none other 


= \ 
4 
4 


dard all from henceforth Act or Repreſent Comedies, 
aß 


F Tragedies, Plays or Entertainments of the Stage 
X within Our faid Cities of London and V eſtminſter, 
or the Suburbs thereof; which ſaid Company to be 
Erected by the ſaid Thomas rr his Heirs or 


[ors 1 Aſſigns, hall be ſubject to His and Their Governs 
Sir . ment and Authority; and ſhall be filed the Company 
full Ur and our Royal Confort: 

3 tin And the better to preferve Amity and Corret- 
the E Pondency betwixt the ſkid Companies, and that 


in 5 "MY" 5 P 
1 indirect Means, We Will and Ordain, That no 


fit | Actor or other Perſon Tp ee Ro AA a 


. He one may not Incroach upon the other by any 


ſol; Either, of the ſaid Theatres, Erected by tom one Com: 
the ſaid Sir VNilliam D*avenant and Tho. pany to the o- 


ther. 


Killigrew, or either of them, or deſer- 26" We) 
ting his Company, ſhall be received by the Govet- 
ox or any of the {aid other Company, or any other 
Perſon or Perſons to be Employed in Acting, or in 
any Matter relating to the Stage, without the Con- 
Bed . ſent and Approbation of the Governour of the 
ave, Company, whereof the {aid Perſon {4 Ejected or 
Deſerting was a Member, ſigniſied under his Hand 
and Seal. And We do by theſe Preſents declare all 

other Company and Companies, ſaving the two 
_ C Companies 
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bled 
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[10] 
Companies before mentioned, to be Silenced and 1 
* Suppreſſed. N ro 


1 A N D ſoraſmuch as many Plays, former! 5 Aﬀed, 3 \ 
do contain ſeveral. Prophane, Obſcene. and Scurri- RK 
ry 


4 
* 


| | . 


D 


* Jous Paſſages ; and the Womens Parts therein have WM! 
been Acted by Men in the Habits of Women, at 2 
* which ſome have taken Offence; for the prevent- 
ing of theſe Abuſes for the future, We do hereby 
* ſtraitly, Charge aud Command and Enjoyn, that 4 
* from henceforth no new Play ſhall be Acted by 4 
* either of the ſaid Companies, containing any Paf- 
* ſages offenſive to Piety and good Manners, nor any -7 f 
Old or Revived Play, containing any ſuch offenſive WM* 


Paſſages as aforeſaid, until the ſame 


* 


(3 
» 


To Core + ſhall be Corrected and Purged by the , 
Pl Oe. b . : 8e V. . "3 
„ « ſaid Maſters or Govemors of the ſaid ad 


reſpective Companies, from all ſuch Offenſive and 
Scandalous Paſſages, as aforeſaid. And We do 
likewiſe permit and give leave that all the Womens 
Parts to be Acted in either of the ſaid two Compa- 
nies for the Time to come may be performed by 
Women, ſo long as theſe Recreations, which by 
Reaſon of the Abuſes aforeſaid, were Scandalons 
and Offenſive, may by ſuch Reformation be Eſteem- 
ed not only harmleſs. Delights, but uſeful and in- 
ſtructive Repreſentations of Humane Life, to ſuch 
of Our good Subjects as ſhall reſort to ſee the ſame. 
* AND. theſe our Letters Patents, . 
or the Inrollment thereof, ſhall be in 
all Things Gcod and Effectual in the 
Law, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning ef the ſame, any Thing in 
theſe Preſents contained, or any Law, 
al Statute, Act, Ordinance; Proclama- 
© tion, Proviſion, Reſtriction, or any other Matter, 
| 35," 9%" "EP 
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Theſe Letters 
Patents to be 
good ard effect 
ual in the LA 
according tu 
the rue man- 
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Cauſe or Thing whatſbever to the contrary, in any 
ed wiſe notwithſtanding. ALTHOUGH expreſs 
ri. Mention of the true yearly Value, or certamty 
we of the Premiſes, or of any of them, or of any other 
- Gifts or Grants by Us, or by any of our Progeni- 
"ak Fors or Predeceſſörs heretofore made to the ſail Sir 
by 8 ham Davenant in theſe Preſents is not made, or 
fl © any other Statnte, Act. Ordinance, Proviſi on, 
7 Proclamation or Reſtriction heretofore had, made, 
2. enacted, ordained or provided, or any other Mat- 
| ter, Cauſe or Thing whatſoever to the contrar 
7 4 © thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. IN WI 
ENESS whereof, We have cauſed theſe our Letters 
| to be made Patents. WITNESS Our Self at 
D 1 e the Fifteenth Day of N in the 


| Fourteenth Year of Our Reign. 


'l pr the King. HOWARD. 
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25 April, 14 Car. 2. 1662. 


1 Ins King Granted like Letters Patents to Thomas 
in⸗ ge, Eſq; one of the Grooms of his Bed-Cham- 
ch Er, and to his Heirs and Aſligns, to Erect a Royal 
Theatre, with the like Powers and Authorities, Mu- 

Tatis Mutandis, as in the ſaid Letters Patents to Sir 
: 4 iliam D'avenant. 


in 

nd ITA E Reader by comparing theſs two Patents will 

in 8 — ſee, That the Powers granted by each to the 

at 4 everal Patentees are exactly the ſame, that the Mo- 
5 


4 Hives for granting Sir Villiam's are much ſtronger and 
1 f more weight than thoſe for granting Sir Richard's, 
10 Quite contrary to his poſitive” Aſſertion, in theſe 
Fords, The Grant to Steele for Life and three Tears 
C 2 aftor 


hn ; 5 | 


| 12 ] | | 2 
after, is given upon ſtronger Moti ves, than thoſe alledg'd i 
for) granting to D'avenant and. Killigrew. for eber. 1 
King Charles's Grants were Ads of meer Favour and hi 
Motion ; that of King George's, for worthy Services i 
expreſsly recited, and has Merit above them ¶ mean on. e 
ly as to the Force of the Patents, not the Charader of 
the Patentees) as much, as voluntary Ads are more va- # Fl 
lid in Law, than thoſe given for valuable Confiderations '. th 
This is the Title by which Sir Richard Steele is Gover- i 
nor of the Royal Company of Comedians. 


I's order the more plainly to confute what the 4 
Knight has here fondly and falſely aſſerted, I ſhall 
here tranſcribe the Motives of each Patent. 7 I 


AND Whereas the ſaid Sir William Navenant 
hath Surrtnder'd our ſaid Letters Patents of Exemplifi- | 
cation, and alſo the ſaid recited Letters Patents, Gran- 
ted by onr Royal Father into our Court of Chancery, to * 
be Cancell d, which Surrended we have Accepted, and do a 
Accept by theſe Preſents, 1 15 


KNOW TE that Ve of Our eſpecial Grace, certain i 
Knowledge, and meer Motion, aud upon the humble Peti- 7 
tion of the ſaid Sir William D'avenant, and in Conſde- 
ration of the good and faithful Services, which he the ll 
faid Sir William D'avenant hath done unto Us, and 
doth intend to do for the future; and in Confideration 
of the ſaid Surrender, HAV E Given and Granted, c. 


T = 4 the Knight may, not complain of a partial 
Repreſenta ion of the Motives to his Patent, I ſhall e 
begin to Tranſcribe from it, even before thoſe Con- 
ſiderations which are the immediate Motives to zhe iſ 
Grant. R o r 4 

ob _ Hrs. 


033. 


EH rs Majelty having declar d that his: Deſign In 
— J Ni patent, was to — the Stage from thoſe abo- 
cer ane Abuſes of Religion and Morality, which had 
. gept by in management into it thus proceeds. 


# x 


2 

a E having ſe ſeriouſly reſolv d on the Ts, and be- 

16 1.70 ſatisfied o Ui the Ability, and good Diſpoſition of 
e 


ww Truſty and Vell beloved Richard Steele, 105 for 
be Prowcting theſe Our Royal Purpoſes, not only from 
s Publick Services to Religion and Virtue, but bis ſleady- 
Wdberence to the True Intereſt of his Country, KNO 
E That Ve, out of our eſpecial Grace, certain Know- 
64 ge, and meer Motion, and in Conſideration of the good 
54 faithful Services, which the ſaid Richard Steele 
eth done Us, and doth intend to do for the future; 
1 AV E Given and Granted, &c. 


to N ow if the Words meer Motion in Sir William's 
do 1 atent deſtroy all the Conſiderations. mention'd by 
King Charles, and make his Grant to be only of 
1 grace and Favour, I deſire the Knight to ſhow a Rea- 
in en why thoſe very Words ſhould — have the ſame 
ti- tec in his Patent, and deſtroy his Services as well 
le- 4 * did thoſe of Sir William” s, and in what con- 
be fit at Advantage which he boaſts to have above 
ad 4 . r * iliam; he ſays indeed that it was Granted him 
on or worthy. Services expreſily recited, whereas there is 
* 9 Not one particular Service mention'd in the Patent, 
P that this is a plain and evident Prevarication or 
ia! Untruth; *tis true, his Majeſty is pleas' d graciouſly 
all I: declare his Opinion, that the Knight is fly qua- 
n- fify'd to put his pious Intentions into Practice from 
he he Knight's publick Services to Religion Virtue, and 
Y 2 eady Adherence to the True Intereſt of bis Country, but 
-$ {What TAY only. 3 in the * Kt what the Kiight's' 's' 


Practice 


the Motives, and it ſeems the effect of an uucommon 


Practice never made Good, and being likewiſe cou- WW 
ched in general Terms, and not joyn'd' to the Con- 
ſiderations of the Grant, cannot fairy be put into 


Aſſurance, in which the "Knight is every where ex- 
treamly happy; to inſtance a Point as an Argument 
of his Merit, which fo viſibly contains a Condemna- 
tion of his Conduct, and his Patent, ſince he has 
nat at any time, during his Adminiſtration made one 
Step towards thoſe glorious Ends propos'd by his 
Majefly, for the Service of Religion and Virtue, nor , 
reform d the leaſt Abuſe of either. The ſame Leud 
Plays being Acted and Reviv'd, without any materi- 
al Alteration, which gave. occaſion for that univerſal 
Complaint againſt the Engliſh Stage of Leudneſs and 
Debauchery, from all the Sober- and Religious Part : 
of the Nation, the whole Buſineſs of Comedy cont in-. 
uing all his time to be the Criminal Intrignes of For- 
nication and Adultery, rediculing of Marriage, Vu- i 
tue and Integrity, the giving a favourable Turn to 
vicious Characters, and inſtructing looſe People how 
to carry on their Leud Deſigns with Plauſibility and 
Succeſs, thus among other Plays,they have revived The WF 
Country Wife , Sir Fopling Flutter , The Rover; The Li- 
bertine deftroy'd,and [vid others, and it is remarkable 
that the Amght or his Coadjutors had Condemn'd Sir is 

Pf 


Fopling Flutter, as one of the moſt execrable and 2 
vicious Plaùs that ever was perform'd in Publick ; . 
Is this purſuing the Ends his Majeſty propos d. 
of removing all theſe Evils from the Stage ?. 
Is this to make good thay gracions Character his Ma- 
jeſty, was pleas'd to give to him of faithful Services 


to Religion, and Virtue, and that ſteady Adherence | 4 


to the true Intereſt of his Country s, (which he 
would have now the recital of his Merits) when 
hy his ſole Conduct as Governour of the Royal Com- 

| pany if 


— 


I 1» J 
ny of Comedians, he has thus betray'd them all, and 
adeavour d to Deftroy and Eradicate them as far as 
could out of the Minds of Human Society; Nay, 
"+ not this plainly, and evidently à Forfeiture of 
on Patent? It muſt be ſo, if to act Diametrically 
ex. Intrary to the expreſs Deſign of his Patent can 
nt 8 2 Forfeiture z but he may ſay, perhaps that to 
lude all the Plays that turn upon this Criminal 
ttom from being Repreſented, would be Impracti- 
ble, becauſe there would be very few left for the 
Entertainment of the Audience; ſo that this would 
to Deſtroy and not to Reform the Stage. To 
Sis I reply, that it is certainly Impracticable to 
eform the Stage by making uſe of thoſe very Plays, 
hich have all along Corrupted it, and that it is 
uch better there ſhould be no Stage at all, than a 
are ase that can only be fupported by Teaching of 
50 ice, Irreligion, and Prophaneſs: And to aſſert, 
Fat this Reformation cannot be obtain'd by Ap- 


t in- 


ir Tur Knight may perhaps, farther urge, that he 
and d his Companions have cut ſeveral Smutty and 
ck Þ ophane Paſſages out of the Plays that are now in 

> Action , tho' this would be but gratis Di&um, and 


7 Fnnot well be prov'd to be Fact, yet were it true, 
= Wilft many more are left behind untouch'd, and 

e whole Body of the Entertainment remains ſo a- 
minably Corrupt, it falls far ſhort of what His 


13 55 * ajeſty propoſes in the beginning of this - Fatent, 


nen 1d amounts to no more tlian the pulling off three 


OF 


- "we 
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or faur Patches from a Reducing Harlots' Face, and 
leaving her at Liberty with tue reſt, and her orher 
enticeing Ornaments and Arts ſtill miſlead the 
Young, and the Uncautwous into Perdition; and this 
was the Evil that Sir Richard's faithful Services td 
Religion and Vertue were to prevent, and Which be 
certainly might have prevented in all this Time, it 15 
he had ever Entertain d the leaſt Thought of making 
any Advances towards it; and this is Evident fron 


WH 


the French Stage, which has afforded from Molter "oF 
Pen many! Comtdy 3, that are as Innocent EY: Divert-Y | 
ing ; and if we have no Molier now in being to give 
us New ones after that way, as well as after the 
beſt of Ben. John ſon's, there are Pens to be found up 
on à juſt Encouragement. of the Managers of the: 
Theatre, that could-at leaſt have given us very agree 1 


able Tranflations of that great French Poet. 
I FgAx the Anight muſt at laſt be reduc'd to lay thi 1 
blame upon his Partners in Power, and urge that 
he could not prevail with them to make any Refor 
mation at all of the Stage, or any Improvement t 
but 0” the Income, or Money that theſe Entertain I 
ments brought them in: But what then becomes o 
your Governourſhip Sir Richard? What is the Be 
nefit of your being whole and ſole Governor of tl 
Roya Congiany of Comedians, if either you will not, 
or cannot perform the Conditions for which that 
whole and folt Government was given you? Or why 
may not the King upon Information of the Cont! 
nuance of tfieſe Difordefs of the Theatre, take out 1 
of your Hands this hefe and ſole Government, after ! 
hx Tears Tryal of your Tncapacity, or want of Wills 
to Execute it as you ought; as his Majefly has now 
dene by his Revocation under his Sigi Manuel, 
brought againſt a former Eycence, granted by hy 
BY 3 Majeſtyſ 


55 


hen Majeſty, and not againſt your Patent, as you ſeem 
the tacltly in one place to Confeſs.; tho” you have made 
this alt this Noiſe about the illegal Invaſion of your 
Ss to FPreehold, without any ys, in Truth and Fact, 
he e hall ſuddenly be made out, | 

ie, i 1 140 5 2 
king BV T I cannot diſmiſs what I have already Quo- 
fron red from the Knight, without fome few other Conſi- 
lier derations upon it. GG AH | 


* 


vert. $8 46 SS 1 by = 1 
give 114 of King George ſor worthy Services ex- 
the ¶ preſly recited, and bas Merit above them (I mean only as 


ren | | 
d up the farce. of the Patents, not the Charafer of the Pa» 


F the tentees) as nch as voluntary Ads are more valid in 


= Law, than thoſe given for valuable Conſiderations. 


* 


IA lodth to ſay of fo Celebrated a Writer, 
y th that theſe Wide rade an unintelligible argon, and 
that are down right. Nonſenſe ; but this I muſt ſay, that 
eforWhis meaning is conceal'd under ſo great an Obſcuri- 
tent ty, that my Underſtanding, as well as that of my 
tain Friends, are not able to find out what he Deſigns by 
ies o them. TI have already prov'd, that there is no ex- 
e Ben preſs Recital of any particular Services done by the 
F th Nngbt, tho* he is pleas'd to Aſſert that there are: 
not, All the Terms in his Patent are general, and there- 
that fore cannot with any Propriety or Senſe, be ſaid to 
Why be a recital of his many worthy Services, which im- 
ont ply's an enumeration of Particulars, and not à bare 
e out mention of Services in General, which being no more 
aft! than what King Charles expreſſes of the Services of 
Will Sir William D'avenant, can neither clear Sir Richard 
now Steele from that notorious Falſity, of which he is 
nue! gui, or give his Patent any force, above that of 
y hi Sir Villiam Diavenant, as he ridiculouſly Contends : 
zjeſtyſ The Reaſon which he gives for the ſuperior Force S 
=>; D | 18 


* 
LY 
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his Patent, above that of Sir Villiam's, is plainly 
Vnintelligible. I would firſt demand of him, what 
he means by a greater Force to the Patent, were his 
imaginary recital True, which is evidently Falſe? 
In what does this Force conſiſt, does it make his Pa- 7 
tent more Legal, the Powers he receives from it more 
Extenſive than Sir Villiam's? I think not, both Pa- 
tents are equally Legal, and the ſame Powers con- 

vey d by each of them to the ſeveral Patentees. | 


AS voluntary As are more valu'd in Law, than thoſe ® 
given for valuable Conſiderations, What the Knight ® 
means by voluntary Acts, I confeſs I am wholly at a 
Joſs te find out: Does he mean that the King's Act off 
Granting this Patent was Voluntary? If fo, then 
he Cancels all his Pretenfiors to that Merit, and 


thoſe Services whach he has hitherto been making 


the Foundation and Cauſe of his Grant, on which 
he builds the Preheminence of his, above that of 
Sir Villiam's; but then he forgets that he himſelf 
has made (tho' Falſely) King Charles's Grant a mere 
voluntary Action, without any Motive of Services 


at all. 


Ir by voluntary Acts, he means, that his Ser- 


vices were voluntary Acts, why may not the ſame 
be {aid of thoſe done by Sir Villiam D'avenant to 
King Charles. I am ſure the Importance of Sir Vil- 
Iram's was mich greater, and the Riſque and Dangers 
he run infinitely more than any Sir Richard can pre- 
tend to; Sir VMilliam, beſides Jong Attendance upon 
the exil'd Monarch, and Fidelity to his Father, was 
imploy'd here in feveral hazardous Negociations 
here under the Uſurpation of Oliver, even to the 
Reſtoration of the Royal Family; the Services of Sir 
Richard, conſiſted only in publiſhing ſome Peny 

| Papers, 
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papers, and two or three Pamphlets. I ſay Publiſh - 
= ing, becauſe not the Hundreth part of them was 
= written by himſelf, for which he, at that time 
e receiv'd a very plentiful Reward: And after the 
97. f King's Acceſſion to the Crown, a Prefent at one 


; ; time of five Hundred Pounds, and Poſt's which might 


re 
„have been to him, and would have been to any bo- 
n. dy elſe worth three Thouſand Pounds a Year, To 
n- 2 
prove this, 1 ſhall take another opportunity, if the 
=X £#ght ſhall give me any farther Occaſion. Again, 
oe a4 Voluntary Acts are more valid in Law, than thoſe gi- 
e ven for valuable Conſiderations, 
t WM 
; of RF IConFEss, that Tam not fo profound a Lawyer 
on s the Auight; but I thought there could be no Act 
nd more valid in Law, than what was done upon a va- 
1 


luable Conſideration. For Example, Suppoſe, I buy 
145 Zan Eſtate of a Perſon, juſtly and legally ſeiz'd of 
it, and he for a full valuable Confideration con- 


of 1 vey's the ſaid Eſtate to me; Talways imagin ſuch 

ere Conveyance to be as Valid, as any thing could be 

s In the Law : If the Anzght requires a further An- 

© Ever to this Point, let him explain himſelf ſo far, as 
to be underſtood ; I promiſe him a reply equal to 

2 | the Merits of his Arguments, 

me FROM Sir Williams's Patent recited, and Sir Rich- 


. wrd's printed in his own Pamphlet, and what has been 
ince urg'd in this Diſcourſe; it is plain, that there is 
vo Power given to Sir Richard, but what had before 
re? been Granted to Sir Villiam, as Sir Richard himſelf 
acknowledges, both in his Letter to my Lord Cham- 


berlain, and the Pamphlet under our preſent Cogſide- 
it ration, call'd, The State of the Caſe, &c. 
Sir D 2 812 
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S 18 Richards's Patent, therefore muſt be lyable FP 
to the ſame Reſtrictions, and the ſame Subordina- 
tion to which the former Patents, were Subject; nor ar 
has the leaft Juſtice, or Pretence to plead awy Ex- 
emption from that Subordination, which the others 
did not Enjoy, nor ever ſo much as pretended to En- mt 
Joy, by vertue of thoſe very Words, with which. Sir 
Richard makes ſuch a mighty Noiſe, viz, The ſole 8 
Governonr of the Royal „ e of Comedians ; for 
thoſe words are in Sir Villiam's Patent, as well as Sir 
Richards; yet neither Sir Villiam, nor any holding 
from him, ever diſputed the Lord Chamberlain n 
power of inſpection into their Conduct, of hearing 
any Complaints of the 4&ors or Patentees, and the 
deciding of them, that having been the conſtant U- 
ſage and Cuſtom, and a Right never deny'd to be- 8+ 
long to the Lord Chamberlain at a7 time in being; e 
particular Inſtances, of which I ſhall give by an by; 
for they know, that in all Grants, the Intention of N 
the Donor muſt be conſider d, and they likewiſe very 8: 
well know, that the Royal Donor: never did, nor 
could give away the Right and proper Duties of the 
great Miniſters of his Family, in, which there muſt tt! 
4 always a Subordination- obſery'd, or Confuſion 5. 
muſt follow: Can any one Suppotfe that the Ring 
would give it out of his Power of turning off any xp 
Servant, let him be guilty of, never ſo great an In- 07 
. dignity, or Inſolence to himſelf, or his great Mini: 
ſters, or ſuffer ſuch to be protected by the Pride, or 
Folly of a Patentee, who derives his Power from his 
Grant, and that without controu] > That there have 
been theſe Indignities, and Affronts offer'd, and pu- K 


niſſt'd by the Lord Chamberlain, we ſhall make out 
hereafter, That this Puniſhment, tho'ſubm itted to, by WR 
former Patentees, has been oppos'd and conteſted by 

4 8 


* 
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ern 
= preſent Patentee, is evident from his own words in 
Prim, where he plainly tells the Town, that my 
b Tord Chamberlain, in puniſhing Cibber's Tnſolence, 
*meddrd with that which he had nothing to do, and 
Ix- "In a Letter, which he mentions, written to my 
ers Ford upon that Occaſion, lets his Grace know that 

Is Patentee he cannot; that is indeed he will not ſub- 
Sir Mit to his Graces determination, in his Silencing of 


ſole Fibber. Tis true, the Knight, in Ibe State of bis 
for Maſe, would have you think that he never diſputed 
Sir ny Lord's Power, which he expreſſes in this dull 
ing Farcaſtic, and Contradictory manner. 

ins © | 

ing THE Patent itſelf, as to the Powers in it, is ex- 


„ly the ſame with thoſe others formerly Granted, and no 
U- J oppoſes, or impairs any Authority of a Chamber- 
be- lain any more than thoſe did: Neither is there any the 
1g ; Weaft pretenſion, or colour of Pretenfion for diſputing this 
Authority, without thoſe who diſpute it, will aſſert, that 
"of Kins GCORGRE 7s not to all Intents and Purpoſes 
ery I ws much King of ENGLAND, as King CHagLes II. 
nor ö 

- I [ I this wiſe Quotation, our Knight firſt owns, that 
1ſt there is nothing in his Patent oppoſes my Lord Cham- 
fon Perlain's Power any more, than former Patents did; 
ing = yet in this ſame Famphlet, he ſo far oppoſes my 
any Lord Chamberlain's Power by his Patent, as to ſay, 
In. my Lord had nothing to do with the Stage; whereas 
ini- all former Patents have own'd, and ſubmitted to the 
or Power of the Chamberlain upon all ſuch Occaſions, 
his aànd none can diſpute this Authority of the Cham- 
ave Lerlain; without thoſe who diſpute it, will aſſert, That 
pu- KING GRORG E 2s not to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
out 45 much King of ENGLAND as King CyHarLEs II. 
by 3 ke 
by. © 
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N 4 he has not only deny'd this Power of my 
Lord in this preſent Pamphlet, but owns in his The- 
atre, that by a Letter he poſitively Oppos'd, and re- FT 
fus'd to Submit to that Power, fuch Contradiftions 
are very common and obvious in all that the Anight 
1s pleas'd to viſit the World with, 


i : ; 
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S 1x Richard has more than once granted that his 
Patent conveys no Powers to him, which were not 
granted by former Patents to other Patentees; what 
therefore was lcok*d upon to be no infringement of 
the Right and Property of thoſe Patents, can never 
be look'd upon as an Invaſion, or a taking away by 
Violence his legal Right and Property; let us there- 
fore take a ſhort view of ſome Tranſactions relating 
to the Stage Patents within theſe Thirty Years. 
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T 1L 1 Queen Mary's Death the Patent was in full 
Poſſeſſion, and entirely | Maſter of the Stage; but 
after her Death Mr. Betterton, and all the principal 
Players in one Body deſerted the Patent, and by the 
then Lord Chamberlain's Intereſt, obtain'd a Licence 
to Act for themſelves, and this without any Imputa- 
tion of invading and violently taking away the legal 
Right and Property of the then Patentees Sir Thomas 
Skipwith and Mr. Rich, nor indeed could it be ſo 
call'd, becauſe they meddled not at all with the Pa- 
tent, but left that in the Hands of Sir Thomas and 
Mr. Rich to make their beſt of it, nor could there be 
any Injuſtice done by the Crown's exerting its Power 
to grant a new Licence whenſoever it pleas d, and to 
whomſoever it thought fit, and o Patent could rob 
the Crown of that Preragative; nor do I find any 
Words in Sir Richard's Patent, by which the King 
ties 


Dr 


L231 


1 ties himſelf up from granting any Licence, or even 


any other Patent, if he ſhou'd think fit. 5 


1 '$ 1% Thomas and Mr. Rich by the help of Henry 


Purcell's excellent Muſick, and the great Induſtry of 
a young Company of Players, and a. conſiderable 
Expence of Money, retrieved the loſs of the Old 

Players, and made his young ones under. the Patent: 
rival the Licence, and carry away the Town from it: 
The ſame Method might Sir Richard have purſu'd if 
he had thought fit, for the King has not yet meddled 
&vith his Patent, he has it {till to open a New Houſe 
With, if he thinks fit, and which indeed I. wou'd ad- 
Wiſe him to do, being a Perſon ſo eminent for good 
anagement, and perfect OEconomy, that he can- 
Pot miſs of ſoon coping with the Drury-lane Deſerters. 
But indeed it were to be wiſh'd that he could have 
gnſerted into his Patent, that it ſhould not be Lawful 
For any Player or Players, Male or Female, ever to 
leſert him, or leave Acting under his Patent till he 
hought fit to diſmiſs them, but I am afraid that this 
=3s a Condition which is not in the Power of the 
Fron to grant him. 
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No Body ever diſputed King Filkam's Power to 
Wrant ſuch a Licence, notwithſtanding the Patent 
Hen in being; and will Sir Richard with all his boaſt- 
d Loyalty to King George, pretend that he has not 
he ſame Power to grant a new Lycence to whomſo- 
Teer he ſhall think fit, notwithſtanding Sir Richard 's 
Patent, which has nothing in it, that can in the leaſt 
Irgue his moſt Gracious Majeſty guilty of any In- 
Witice, illegal Action, or unwarrantable Severity in 
ing ſo, ll on ſier Grounds, and ſuch Im- 
ortant Reaſons as I ſhall how before I conclude this 
piſcoucſez and yet this is all that has been done 15 
| | this 


— 
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| [24]. | 
this Affair of the Stage, which has, by the Xnight's ih 
unreaſonable Clamours, made fach a Noiſe. 1 


TRER E would be no end of giving Inftances of 
the Juriſdiction exerciſed by the Lord Chamberlain 
lf over the Stage, all the Reigns of King Villiam and 
Of Queen Anne, notwithſtanding the 5 Government 
| ſo much inſiſted upon by Sir Richard. Players were? 
If filenc*d by the Lord Chamberlain ; Plays Forbiden or le 
. Commanded z particular Parts aſſign'd to particular 
. Perſons, and even ſuch as were not yas, Autho- 
the 
: 
Injur'd by the Patentee or ſole Governor, he was 
9 Summon'd to appear and anſwer the Complaint, and 
0 if it was prov'd Jafſt and Reaſonable, the ſol2 Gover- 


riz'd to Act ſome certain Parts by the Lord Ganber- 
nour was obliged, by my Lord Chamberlain's Order 


them alone; whenever a Player was Oppreſs'd or; 


lain's Authority; to give all the Inſtances the Sub- l 
ject wou d permit, wou d be to make a Volume of 
to repair it. 


'V'r L give but two Inſtances in this Place, of Play. 
ers being ſilenc'd by the Lord Chamberlain's Author 
14 rity „for Affronts to private Gentlemen only; th 
5 one was George Fowel, then a principal Player, fo 
i an Inſult offer'd Originally to young Mr. D'avenant 

and in ſome meafure repeated to the then Col lone n. 
Stanhope, in Will's Coffee-houſe, nor was he per mit. er 
ted to Play again till he had ask d publick Pardon ce! 
thoſe two Gentlemen, and obtain'd their Mediation 

for taking off his Silence; the other was Verbrugin i 
wo was ſilenc'd by the Lord Chamberlain for an APY 
front offer'd to two young Gentlemen of Quality 2 er 
the Theatre in Dorſet-Qarden, without any regard to thi 
the Patent or Conſultation, of the then ſole GoverW2® 
nor conſtituted by it, nor could he appear baer tha N. 
850 tag 


br A rage again; till he had made his 
ZBentlemen Affronted. * 


rar aud Privceſs was alter d, and muſical 
in Words made to it by Mr. Motteux , the Patentee. of 
Governor deny d to give him a Third Day ac- 
rding to Cuſtom, the Alterations being but few; 
t the Patentee profer'd him a certain Sum of Mo- 
ey, in Conſideration of his Mufical Words, which 
t ſatisfying Mr. Mottenx, he Summon'd him before 


Deace with the 


en Lord Chamberlait's Secretary, the matter was 
= d, and the Diſpute ended, to the Satis 


e of ion of the Poet. I could give various other In- 
1 or Wances of this Nature, but that I endeavour to avoid 
was olixity. 3 | 

and 5 © oh, ITT r 
ver- Trftke was a young Gentlewoman whoſe Nams 
rder as Garret, who having a mighty Inclination to be 4 


layer, and having fruitleſsly endeavour d to have 
Admiſſion with the Patentees and their Deputies; 
ay. my Mediation with his Grace the Duke of Kent, 
ho. he then Lord ' Chamberlain, ſhe obtain'd his Order 
tha So Mr. Rich, to Act the Part of Helena, in e 
for hich ſhe perform'd with univerſal Applauſe, 1 
ant l theſe Caſes the ſole Governor or. Patentee nevet 
onel Inade the leaſt heſitation, in Submitting to the de- 
mit. Fermination of the Lord Chamberlain for the time 
1 o! deing. ; | 


g I SHALL paſs over all the Affair of Mr. Laubrug, 

Al now Sir Fobn Vanbrug, tho? it is capable of affording 
y aWomething to my preſent Purpoſe, ner ſhall J run 
d tu chro the particulars, of the Conteſt between Sir 
wel 1 Thoma, Skipwit h by his Truſtee Mr. Br ett, and Mr. 


* 


the Nich, becauſe they were both Claimants under the 


T7. E ame 


e Lord Chamberlain, where by the Mediation of the 


| 
1 
| 
| 


Houſe 11 Lincolu's- Inn-Ejelds. 


the Play. houſe, conſtautly exerciſed by his Grace the 3 ” 


— — 


* 


1 
1 
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eme Patent, but paſſing iall that hurly burly. and . 
Confuſion over in ſilence, I ſhall come to the total 
rejection of the Patent, in Conſequence of a Silence 
impos d upon it by the Lord Chamberlain, on account 
of a Complaint of the Players againſt the ſole Go- I 


vernor, the Grievances complain'd of were theſe. 


4 
4 


1 


? 


101 
E 
Ar TER Mr. Rich was agin reſtored to the Man- 
agement of the'Play-houſe, he made an Order to ſtop . 
a certain Proportion of the clear Profits of every Be- 4 
nefit Play without exception, which being done, and F- 
reaching the Chief Players as well as the Underliugs, 
zealons Application was made to the Lord Chamber. 
lain, to oblige Mr. Rich to return the Money ſtop'd 
to each particular, The Diſpute laſted ſome time 4 
and Mr. Rich not giving full Satisfaction upon that 
Head was Silenc'd , during the time of which Silence, 4 
the chief Players, either by a new Licence, or by 
ſome former (which I cannot abſolutely determine, 1 
my Memoirs being not at this time by me) Set up. 
for themſelves, and got into the Poſſeſſion of the 
Play hauſe in Dru lene, nor did he ever again make 
any Advantage of his Patent during his Life, not-. 
withſtanding his ſole Governor ſhip, his Property, and 
his Freehold,” about which Sir Richard makes ſuch : 
ſenſeleſs Noiſe, In ſhort; | Mr. Rich makes out his: 
Right to the Patent before the Attorney General, and 


10 
0 
other great Lawyers, then Petitions. the Council, 4 
Ce 
e 


who refuſing to determine the Matter, refers him toi 
the Law, and ſo matters reſted till he built a New 

en 

PER na PSIt may be thought that I have been - 
guilty of a Work of Supererogation in giving theſe 

few Inftances of that Power over the. Patentees of WF 

| 


Duke 'Þ 


* 
7 


— j) Aa. 


Hake of Nercnſtles Predeceſſörs, in the Office of 
Ges uh Chamberlain, and never Conteſted till now, 
Nee Sir Richard himſelf confeſſes this Truth in the 
Go- Mowing Words, When 'T reſen tbem, they may be 
oed (by your Graces Succeſſors in your Offie, as 
by have been by your Predectſors; actor ding to Humony 
an. ' 7 Caprice, and not Rea ſon and Juſtice. f Q no 7 
a} 1 1. 3 1A 33 YIIBDD 

2 rere the Ruigbt plainly owris that his Grace's Pre- 
and! ceſſors did exerciſe their Authority, which we have 
age, en proving, and which I think therefore ſufficient 
ber, 8 ſhow that his Grace has done nothing upon this 
pd C aſſon, againſt Sir Richard Steel's Patent, but 
at is according to former Preſidents, and the con- 
that nt Practice of all the Lord "Chamberlain's/! hefbre 
nce, Im; and indeed ät is inconſiſtant with the ORcono- 
by and due Regulation of the Royal Houſhold, to 
ine brive tie Lord Chamberlain of his Juriſdiction over 
t un an Part of it, which was ever under his Inſpectibn, 
the d therefore it could never be ſuppos'd that any 


jake Pords in any Patent could be meant in that Sence; 
not- Die Governor is no more here than Director in thoſe 
and Pings mention'd before in the Patent; there is no 
chz Haracter or Patent that I know of, that gives any 
his Pech deſpotick Power, or Rules, ſo beyond all Con- 
and Poul, that there is no Appeal from it, nor any Viz 


il. Fror to hear Complaints, inſpect Miſcarriages, and 
n to fedreſs Oppreſſions, Injuſtices and "Grievances; and 
Pet this is what Sir Richard contends for, he would 


ad commit what Inſults he pleaſes, without any 
1 edreſs to the Perſons agrieved, but by a long and 
edious Suit to the Courts of Veſtninſier-Hall, which 
1 — r he knows, that few''of thoſe whom he 
an Oppreſs are capable of obtaining: Whereas by 


e Law of the Houſhold, that is, the deciſive 
4 E. 2 | | Power 


2h 
24 


| Sal * 
Power of the Lord Chamberlain they find an immedi- 
ate Redreſa. > 38 „ > 


Bur Sir Richard is pleas'd to ſay that his 
Grace's Predeceſſors exerciſed - this Power indeed, , 
but decided all things by Caprice and Humour, not 
Reaſon and Fuſtice, but this ia an Aſſertien e. 
ually falſe and inſolent, ſo inſolent that it 
could came indeed from no Man but him who I: 
bas publickly in Print (for I fhall take no No- 
tice M his private Converſation) abuſed both the 


Miniſtry and his Majeſty, not only in that ſcan- t 
dalous Epiſtle. Dedicatory to himſelf, but in his as 
Ibeatre, telling the World a very fooliſh Story ap 
about King Villiam, and Sir William Temple (a meer Wh 
dull fiction of his own ) that his Majeſty is ſur- 
rounded by a Company of dull heavy Fellows. F 
Bor Sir Richard ought to have ſhown by un- 
deniable Inſtances, 2 all the Deciſions 30 the c 


former Lord Chamberlain's were made by Caprice In 
Ke Humour, and not by Reaſon and Fuſtice , I am WW! 
ure it is more Rational, to expect Reaſon. and Mt 
2 * from a Perſon of the Lord Chamberlain s e 
igh Station, in matters which can afford him 
no Motives of perverting either, than from 2 Ws 
Patentee or his Deputy, who may make an Ad- 7 E 
vantage of an unjuſt Deciſion in their own be- 8p 
half, But to draw towards a Concluſion, I ſhall e 
but juſt ſet the preſent matter of Fact in a true 
Light, and make an End, reſerving much more ut 
than I have deliver'd in this Pamphlet to ano- pee 
ther Opportunity, where I ſhall. produce, if re- f 
guir'd ſo to do; unqueſtionable Vouchers for all 1 Wa: 
have urg d. ee eee eee 
FEELS. +2 THE 


— — 


— * "7 n 


3 


ZET xn = Knight has made a great Stir in many of his 
yers with his Courage, his Honeſtly, and his Religion. 
his I all not looſe time here to Examin into the Vali- 
eed, y of either them, but fhall only obſerve, that E 
not er knew a Man truly brave, make ſuch Thraſo- 
e- boaſts of his Courage, nor a Man truly Virtuows, 
it re ſuch a Noiſe with his Honeſty, nor a Man true- 
Religious, crying up his Sanctity at the Corner of 
"Me Streets, and on the Tops of Houſes, for theſe 
the Refuges of Faux-braves, Knaves and Hyporites; 
indeed the | Ayight's extraordinary Conduct in 
, and ſame other Matters, made it neceſſary, 
ory at he ſhould claim ſome extraordinary Excellencys 
jeer make it go down with the Unthinking; by them 
ſur- cover his Folly, and his Falſehood ; his Folly, I 
s, ll fy little to at preſent, and only put him in 
id of the wiſe Man's advice. Contend not with 
un- e Mightyer than thy ſelf, &c. But as for his Falſe- 
the od, I am oblig'd to come to particulars, in order to 
rice move thoſe ſcandalous Obſequies, thoſe impudent 
am alumnies, which the Knight has thought fit, with- 
and t any ground in Truth, to throw upon his Grace 
ins e D. of Nencaſtle. He firſt would Inſinuate, that 
1im i this Evil is come upon him for the freedom of 
2 as Conduct in Farliament; and very gratefully tells 
Ad- x be Duke, that others who were choſen. Members of 
be- Wrliament, by his Graces Intereſt have Voted as 
1all 4 ey thought fit, and yet that his Grace has not en- 
rue fer'd upon their Eſtates, as he has done upon his; 
ore ut we ſhall plainly preſently ſee that there is no 
mo- {Weed of having Recourſe to this Vain, this Ground» 
re- Ess, this Ingrateful, this imaginary Cauſe of what 
11 1 Was happen'd to the Ruigbt; and therefore that Sir 
_ chard has only. Trumpt up this, to throw. and Odi- 
HE 33 e af 115627 1.4 8 um 


w 
F 


tie Rxigbt aſſerts, that there was no Cauſe or the 


which he is Silenc d: And by the Examples 1 have 


um upon the Duk e 3; but more of this in an other i | 
asm fit 115% an © bam 23 Wem £1 1 
Nein l 2ifl 0 l "FM 


- Tae next Falſehood, Iſhall take Notice of, is when 


Silencing of Cibbey, but only to come at him; and 
that thete wasflikc wiſe no more Cauſe for Silencing 
the Company: This double Faculty I hall confute WE 
Matter of Fact. I have ſhown by former Ex- 
amples that Fluyert have been Silenc'd's but for Af- 
fronting parti ular private Gentlemen; but *Cibber 
m that Epiſtle Didicatory to Sir Richard, hes in the 
moſt Flagarent, moſt Impudent, moſt Inſolent and WM 
moſt Traiterous manner abus'd the whole Mi,, 
and His MAJ HS TIN Himſelf ; which Awdacious 
Conduct was never equall'd by any Man in any ci- 
viliz'd Goverument whatſcever. Whether this was 
the Cauſe of his Silencing or not; ſure T am, that it is 
fafficient to juſtify his being Silencd; but I ſhall 
mention yet another Cauſe; my Lord Duke had a 
mind to have a certain Part perform'd, by a certain 
Adbor, which was generally Acted by one of the 
Managers; my Lord, upon letting Mr, Cibber know 
his Commands, was plainly told by him, that it pf 
could not be done, becauſe the Part belonged to one 
of the Managers,” and when my Lord urg'd his Au- 
thority, to enforce his Conimands, Cibber, viſibly 
lighting his Authority, in half a Laugh, ſaid, that 
they were a Sort of a Separate Miniſtery, and ſo abſo- 
lutely refusd to obey my Lord Chamberlain; upon 


given Juſtly and Rightfully Silenc'd. Cibbey, ſabmits| 
to his Puniſhment; but Sir Richard the Fxfentee, in- 
lifts upon his Patent, - and denies his Lordſhip's 
Authority to do what he bas done, and this not only 
by a private Letter, which he has own'd in Print, 

but 


— — 8 n 9 4 Ld * | 
by h Ka '” * 4 
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| [3] 
der ot in big:Theatres, and in all the Negotiations about, 
cr rs Affair, obſtinately perſiſting in Declaratiqn of 
Wopoſing.my Lord's Power, but his, Grace was ſo far 
om uſing Violence to his Patent, that he ſent him 
Pord it mould be attack d by Law, and when ever 
the et is ſo, it will be certainly prov'd forfeited in ſeveral 
md Wn ſtances, which I could Name, were it my buſineſs 
ng 6 ut to clear up this Point, on which the Auight has 
"WS&:ougit to an obſcurity in this Diſpute for his own 
lake to givea Specious pretence to the Noiſe, and Cla- 


our he has made about the Invaſion of his Free- 


* 1 


Wold, and the Violent taking away of his Property. 

e Town muſt know, that his Property, and Free- 
+ J bold ; That is his Patent, has not been touch at all, 
ut remains to him as Entire. as ever it did: The 
BF act is thus, which I defire the Reader would attend 


01 Bo, chat he may - viſibly fee the Knight's Fallacy, 
Wasſhrhich is a Signal Specimen of his Honour and Grati- 
it is Nude. 
hall Pe 

daß Ox the 18th Day of Ofoter, 1714. The King 
8. W3rants a Licence to Richard Steel, Eſq; now Sir Rich- 


© 874 Steel, Kt. Mr. Rober, Wilks, Mr. Colley Cibber, Mr. 
10 Bl bomas Dogget and Mr. Barton Booth. The 19th Day 
t uhr axuary, in the ſame Year His MAIESTHVT Grants 
We Patent to Steel, during Life; and three Years af- 
Au ter, by which, he is impower'd to form a Company of 
bly Comedians, &c. As you find in his Patent, Printed by 
that Wl imſelf, but this Patent did not Recal the former 
bfo- Licence, Granted in Ofober, to the Perſons therein 
Pon Wmention'd, but remain'd in full Force, till His Ma- 
a7" WEsTY's Revocation of it laſt Fannary ; Aud tho' the 
m1 Knight makes ſuch a Noiſe, about that Revocation, 
„ xet it is plain, that it is only directed to Recal the 
1D said Licence without concerning it ſelf with the Fa- 


WY ent. The Managers of the Play-bouſe certainly . 


but 


_ Knight, if he has made any new Contract with the Ma. 


JESTY's immediate Care, by accepting of a New Li e 


1y perceive, that the Knight could not Jong Main 


ed by this Licence all-a-Jong, and not by the aten 
becauſe-by the Licence, they had an 5 — Share iu 
the Fatent, they 


the Management and Profi ts. io 
were wholly dependant on the good Will of th!“ 


nagers, wholly by Vertue of the Patent, then is ſud 
a Contract in full Force againft ſuch as were- concern 
ed in the ſaid Contract, and he may put it in Sui 
whenever he pleaſes; but I am ſatisfied, that then 
is no ſuch Contract, and that the Players Acted t. 
that Time by Vertue of the Licence, and not thi 
Patent : The Might himſelf cannot pretend, tha 
Revocation, of ſuch Licence, can be call'd a Violen 

taking away of his Property and Freehold ; ſino 
whatever Right he had in that, was determinable by 
the King's Will and Pleaſure, and that Will and Plea 
ſure was declar'd by His MAIEST 's Revocation! 
under His Sign Manual, and the Company Acting by 
the Authority of the Licence. Being thus Deſolv . 
and Disband d, with a great deal of Reaſon and Pruſ . 
dence, choſe rather to put themſelves under His M a. 


cence Granted to themſelves, than Riſque all thei 
Fortunes, and their Subſtance by depending on th 
Knght's Honour, and the Validity, and Duration 


of his Patent in oppoſition to the Lord Chamberlain. 


and even His MajesY's Royal Authority. Since 
any one that is Maſter of common Senſe, might eaſi i 


tain a Power, which was not founded in Law, no \ 
Reaſon; and his Friends, and Confederates, his TenWkr 
nants, and his Servants, as he calls them, deſertel 0 
him, and Liſted themſelves, under anothet Banner Mie 
and which they were free to do, if they had ActclWhe, 
under the Fatent alone, entirely without the Licence 
abovemention d, becauſe the Fatent could not com 


8. pe 


el any one to Act under it, contrary to his own In- 
ination, but might have gone over to the other 
ouſe, could they have made Terms agreeable to their 


e 8 

ren Intereſt; and therefore they were equally free 
e over 1othis New Licence, without the leaſt in. 
M. y. or Injuſtice to the Patent, which neither did, 


r could Grant any Power to the Knight to hinder 
4 nem from {o doing. FM 


1 As my Lord Chamberlain in this, did nothi 
Phat is juſtifiable, as I have ſhown by the Pg 
0 Bf all the Lord Chamberlain before him; ſo he was 
a xt d to take this Courſe by the obſtinate and 


tha 3 | 
len =o | Conduct of . the Knight 5 who had 
Fought it to this one Point; that either my Lord 


ſinq amberlain muſt qui | 
LE quit that Authority poſleſs'd by all 
T 5 Predeceſſors for near a Hundred and Fifty Vis ; 
lea gat is, ever ſince the Hayert were admitted into the 


tion ou ſtold, and ſo betray the Truſt, repos'd in hi 
2 bil 5 ö „ repos'd in him, 
* cri Chenberlain by His MA jesTY, or Sir Ric barũ 
= ele muſt quit his uſurped Authority; which no 
* Fatentee before him ever pretended to. I think no 
Li — a4 core Senſe, or common Honour, would make 
thei de Leaſt © oubt ;but that the Latter,ought rather to be 
a +18 my than the Former ; but this Knight abſolutely 
1110 2 — to do my Lord Chamberlain s Meaſures, were 
a 4 — ne unavoidable, tho by them the Xight 
W \tberumdtatt x, d in his Property and Free- 
ea but only puniſh'd for an evident Mutiny a- 
u enſt his Superiour Officer. | 
„ no 
Ten 
aner 
Actel | 
cence 
com 


pl 


Wa 4 T can the Knight ſay, to juſtify his Falſifi- 
tion of Matter of Fact, which has been thus de- 
onſtrated, and to clear himſelf of thoſe moſt in- 
lent Abuſes, which he has publickly offer'd a great 
er of the Realm, and his confeſs'd Patron and Be- 
a PHE - nefactor ? 


naefactor ? I have not room here to take notice of this 

— - vnjuſt and barbarous Treatment of Gentlemen of 
Merit and Learning during the whole Courſe of his 

- Adminiſtration, whoſe Plays he has not only kept 


Play is as much the Property of an Author, as any 9 


tion of this Point to another Opportunity, where I 7 4 
ſhall ſufficiently demonſtrate that he was the moſt 

unqualify d Perſon in the World, both by Under- F 
ſtanding, Learning and Principle, to be a ſale Go- 
vernor of a Theatre, I mean for want of Under- 
ſtanding, Learning and Principle, all which are cer- 
tainly abſolutely neceſſary for a juſt Adminiſtration 
and Improvement of the Stage; there I ſhall like. 
wile ſhow that the Authorities of the Lawyers which! 
he has Quoted, is not at all to his Purpoſe, or to the 
Advantage of his Patent, but meerly to ſwell the 
Bulk of his Pamphlet, and prove that his Patent in 3 BY 
reality is far from being worth making all this Noiſc 
about, fince if their Opinion be true, it conveys no t- 
manner of Power to the Patentee, of which he was 
not poſſeſa d without it, except that of making Uſe 
of the Royal Name to give his Players a Grace, above 
all others that could not do the fame, for they ex- 
preſsly tell us, that this is the only. Advantage o 
any Patent or Royal Licence, ſince every one is free 
without any ſuch Patent op Licence to ſet up a lay 
bouſe or Theatre, and Act innocent and inoffenſive 
.Comeazes, Tragedies, and Entertainments, that no 
Patent can juſtify a thing that is in itſelf unlawful, 
or hinder any other from exerciſing the ſame law iu 
Calling. AH this ſhall be fully examin'd hereafter, 
as well as Mr. Letchmere's. Compliment to him . I 


> 
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10 1 he paſſing his Patent, but the many Contradictions 5 
f 15 A bſurdities and Falſities of this Pamphlet, make me 
zus Believe that the only view the Knight had in the 


Publication of it, was to put five Guineas into his 
Pocket, which he might well hope the abundant Scan- 
al it contains might bring him in, ſince Scandal is 
o new Vehicle for Nonſence and Abſurdity. 


o 
4 


. 


uin. Bu x be that as it will, the Knight is reſolv'd to 


re I o off like a Cracker with a Bounce, and it is well if 


2 t does not prove to be like that of a Cracker, no- 
. fi 1 hing elſe but Noiſe, and a filth y 8 
PNoſtrils. 
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